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arts they have no superiors, if indeed equals, among
modern civilized races.
. Very little is known of these earlier cultured tribes
of Central America and Panama* Judging by their
remains, they were of several distinct races, with little
if anything in common, for within a comparatively
short distance the ceramics, sculptures and other ob-
jects obtained from one site will be wholly distinct
from those of another. Yet, in a way, all show cer-
tain Influences as If all had originated from a common
nucleus or had been influenced by some other race.
For convenience archeologlsts have classified these
various known cultures according to a more or less
arbitrary system based largely upon localities. Thus
we have the Nicoya culture, the Chlriqui culture,
the Terriba culture and so on. They are, however,
archeological puzzles, and we cannot even be sure
that the present-day Indians of the districts are or
are not their descendants. If so, then they have sadly
degenerated and have lost most of the arts of their
ancestors. But the chances are, that with a few ex-
ceptions, such as for example the Mayan races of
northern Central America, the living Indians of these
districts are the result of mixtures of the cultured
races and the more savage tribes who, in all probabil-
ity, were largely instrumental in destroying the cul-
tures. These puzzling cultures have no real place
In a work devoted to prehistoric civilizations, but they
have a very important bearing on the origin of civili-
zations In America, for they prove that racial cultures
had reached a higher and more diversified stage in
Central America than in either South or North
America at the same period. Hence, we can logically